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Oaa of Gninan. who was not
JUOrood Yard-, ail official, and not

ia JtfMjr Cipj. eren a member of nay
. responsible and recog-

Sized labor union, started an "outlaw
? strike" which in leas than three days

spread from the Atlantic to the Pactflc

Cit, causing countless millions of dol-
' damage and occasioolng misery and

^ Suffering -beyond computation.
.. This sudden national upset and all the
' Consequent public annoyance was started

not by reputable organised labor bodies,
but in ppite of and against the vigorous
Opposition of the union officials.and H
has set'the public to thinking as to what
«an be done to safeguard the American

>£¦ public from a repetition of this sort of
M thing which next time might prove much
X itoore serious.

Cbauncey 11 Depew, the distinguished
former United States Senator from New

Aork, proposed a remedy in these words:
* « "No section, no class, no occupation, can

Jte permitted to prevent the men and

£' women in the other occupations from exer¬

cising their functions; and the only way
.^to stop that is to have a new union, a new

union of the middle-class men and the

m:ddle-class women of this country, who

u. constitute 80 or 90 per cent of our popu¬
lation. Let the millions of this great mid¬

dle dass form a Union which shall declare
that all classes must be treated fairly,

.squarely, rightly, justly and righteously."
_ What Mr. Depew has put forward as an

idea has simultaneously sprung into actual
being in a hundred different localities and

I,,, In varying and different ways.
It was the student body of Princeton

_ ,/University which was the first to suggest
that the public should help itself to escape
the inconvenience and financial loss which
the outlaw strike was causing. The stu¬
dents of Princeton offered their services
to the president of the Pennsylvania Rail¬
road to man switches, fire locomotives,
operate locomotives and fill any of the
vacancies vitally necessary to keep the
trains moving. Here was a considerable
man-power of some 1,500 able-bodied young
men in the prime of life, backed by intelli¬
gence of a high order.
The president of the Pennsylvania Rail¬

road accepted the services of the Prince¬
ton students and they began manning the
trains and attending the switches. Fol¬
lowing their example, the Stevens Insti¬
tute student^ offered their services and
were set to work. Next day high schools
and other institutions applied as volun¬
teers and were accepted.
The example of the Princeton men was

also followed by the soldiers of the Amer¬
ican Legion and by business men In sub¬
urban towns, who performed a public ser¬

vice for their fellow townsmen by operat¬
ing trains which provided a qjrvlce to and
from great cities. ¦

Even the women of many communities
arose to the occasion and volunteered for
all sorts of work, which they performed
with much skill.
And still another development of the re¬

cent outlaw strike was the formation in
several towns of local vigilance commit¬
tees. The citizens who formed the vigi¬
lance committees served notice on the out¬
law strikers that they must either go to
work or get out of town. The effect was
immediate.
One interesting development was ex¬

plained by Joseph Andrews, vice-president
of the Dank of New York, who had been
a volunteer worker on a special train,
morning and night, from Tenafly, N. J.

Stepping down from his engine, the
banker said:
"We of the Citizens' Committee of Tena¬

fly and Englewood, are trying to put the
Plattsburg Idea of preparedness into in¬
dustry, and we are determined to succeed.
Our citizens, both men and women, are
thoroughly aroused and realise for the first
time the serious menace to American in¬
stitutions and our own peace and security
by such outlaw strikes. Our cltlsens are

enrolling themselves for training aa street
far operators, both conductors and motor-
men, and as railroad worker*, brakemen,
firemen, switchmen and the Ilka

"Our girls are volunteering to learn how
to op*rata telephone switchboards and «.

become telagrapti oparatora, and a till
otbara are ready to learn the work necea-

¦ary to keep In operation other pubito ear-

vice u tillilea. In thta waj we hope to be
able to meet effectively any radical out¬
break that may in future threaten to tie up
fuel or too* auppllea of the ©duntry. And
what we are undertaking locally should be
organised aa a national protective more."
What the CitUena' Committee of Tena-

fly and Snglewood war* organising, aa ex¬

plained by Mr. Andrews, was alao being
put Into practical operation on very simi¬
lar lines by the Mutual Welfare Asaoria*
tion, oC Nyack. N. T. This association be¬
gan to make similar plans for operating
public utilities and public necessities In
cases of any future similar tie-up.

It was a curious fact that among tha
women volunteers were girls who offered
themselves for all sorts of service. Two
young women begged for jobe as firemen
on the Long Island Railroad. Miss Char¬
lotte Emery volunteered and was accepted
as a ticket taker in ffie Lackawanna Rail¬
road station and stayed fdr several hours,
morning and afternoon, during the rush
season, punching tickets. She was a

Smith College girl. Wellealey College
girls also volunteered and did good service.
These men and women who took tha

places of the striking
railroad men and pre¬
vented a well - nigh
complete paralysis of
the nation's transpor¬
tation facilities were

largely from the great
middle class.the class
which suffers most
from Industrial dis¬
turbances and which
has heretofore,
through lack of organ¬
ization, been power-
less to protect Itself.
The activities of

men, women and com¬
munities in the recent
outlaw strike followed
many of the things
that were done some
months ago in the
British railway strike.
The great strike of
railway workers that
paralyzed English
commerce was broken
only by the willing¬
ness which men and
women of all classes
of society showed in
helping to operate
the trains.
Not only wae the

strike broken, but the
breaking of It gave a

great impetus to the
new Middle Classes
Union In Great
Britain. The incon¬
venience end expense
to which everybody in
England had been put
furnished the strong¬
est of arguments for
joining an organiza-
tion wblcb alms to prevent Inconvenience
and Injury to the public in Industrial
disputes.
"Did you have to walk during the

strike?" read placards that were displayed
everywhere. "Join the Middle Classes
Union."

. This union Is now active throughout
England and promises to prove a powerful
force In bettering living conditions. It
welcomes to Its membership all classes of

people who are not Included either In or¬

ganized laoor or In organized capital.sail¬
ors, soldiers, ministers, stock brokers,
bookkeepers, doctors, lawyers, architects,
stenographers, artists, writers, shopkeep¬
ers, managers, etc.
Even peers and men of wealth are eligi¬

ble to membership in the English Middle
Classes Union owing to the fact that
heavier taxation and money's shrinking
purchasing power often bring them face to
face with exactly the same difficulties as
the sslarled man.
"Let all classes be strong and there is

peace In the land," says Kennedy Jones, a
member of the British Parliament, in ex¬

plaining the necessity for the middle
classes to organise In self-defense "Oood
will flourishee where self-respect abounds.
But at the present stage of civilisation, as
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society is constituted, there cannot be
strength -without organisation.
"Organized labor and organized capital

when In dispute totally ignore the general
community; they regard Its interests sim¬
ply as weapons for their own purposes, and
they treat the middle classes as shields to
protect their fighting men."
The inconvenience, suffering and losses

the American putiltc bad to endure during
the "outlaw strike" has given an Impetus
to the formation of a Middle Class Union
in this country. The various mutual pro¬
tective organizations such as sprung up

. over night In various New York suburban
' communities will form a nucleus for a

nation-wide union that will Include in Its
membership millions of men and women
who are now so frequently caught between
the opposing millstones of capital and
labor.
Such a union would not be organized In

a spirit of hostility either to capital or to
labor. Its purpose would be solely to
afford Its members a means of preventing
their being made the Innocent victims of
conflicts between capital and labor, as was
the case during the "outlaw strike."
"We believe that the firemen are en¬

titled to more money, but we must get to
business." This was the placard carried
on a number of the "Indignation speclala"
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which volunteer worken operated to and
from New York.
The spirit of the proposed Middle Class

Union would be much like that expressed
by thin placard. In any given dispute Its
sympathies might be with capital or
with labor, but it would exert It! vast
power to prevent the public being made
to suffer In the settlement of the quarrel.
Steps toward a Middle 'daises' Union

have already beon taken by a number of
New York men through th6 foundation of
the "People'* League of Aiberlca."
"The chief purpose of the league," ac¬

cording to an official announcement, "la
to organize the public and by so doing, to
protect the public's Interests. ,

OrMl Britain KlchU IihiM.

"By the public w# moan all In the com¬

munity who are still unorganized and who,
being unorganised, are at the mercy of
organized minorities.
"We Inteiid. by means of agitation, by

propaganda, by public meetings, by adver¬
tising, and by publicity In the press, to
organize public opinion and, before long,
to make It what it should now be.a domi¬
nant factor In our dally life.
"The public has too long been made tho

plaything of powerful class organizations
It la In danger of being crushed between
the. upper and the nether millstones of
labor and capital. More surely still, It
Is the prey of rapacious and superfluous
middlemen.

"In principle ¦we oppose neither capital
nor labor. Each has its rights. But we
believe that In a democracy there should
be no privileges. Our motto Is, 'Fair play
for all.'
"We believe in law and order. We

should see that both are fully resjiected
by our paid public servants and by all
private citizens.
"We are non-partisan. We think, first

Ohd last, of the public Interest Wo grind
Do axes.
"We hope to coordinate all nsoful ex¬

isting groups, leagues and associations
of citizens which have been formed al¬
ready to assist the public cause, and *e
Invite such bodies to join hands with us
In fighting greed and oppression. Wo ap¬
peal especially to women, to law-abiding
business men, farmers, clerks, store em¬
ployes, teachers, writers, artists, mlnla-
trs, doctors and salaried citizens gener¬
ally."
When the "outlaw strike" began It was

hinted that Its real purpose was to hasten
the formation of "one big union." Perhaps
It will prove to have accomplished this
very thing, but it will not be the sort of
union the radical agitators have In mind.
Instead, it will be a union such as Is
already gaining strength In England.a
union whic h will safeguard the Interests of
all the millions of men and women who lie
between organized labor on the one hand
and organized capital on the other.


